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Earl Nightingale's Greatest Discovery

by Marie-Louise Cook

ended one night in 1950, when he came acrods a senlende in

a book. To MNightingale, it was more than a string of words
on A page—il was the answer 1o the question that had haunted
him gnce childhood. “What makes the difference?™ Why are sorme
prople well-off financially and others poor?

Ax 12, Nightingale's father had kefi the family, Nightingale was
living in a government-issued tent in Long Beach, Calif, with his
maother and two brothers. It was during the Grem Depression
and like many thousands of families, the Nightingales would
have been homeless il not for the heldp of the government’s Works
Progress Adminissratson (WPA), which creaied 8 millson jobs and
redistributed food, clothing and housing to the poos

The disparity between the lves of the haves and haove-nots was
vast, and it rroubled Mightingale. “Ax a voungster, | didn’t know
anything about a sense of achicvernent, but 1 was all too aware
of being poor,” he says in his book Earl Nightingale’s Greates
Discovery. "It didn’t seem 1o bother the other kids, but it bothered
me. What made iz all the more exasperating to me, asa boy of 12,
was to be poot in Southern Callfornia, where there seemed to be
0 many who were rich.. . | decided to find out why some people
were rich while so very many of us were poot.”

He azked, but no one scemied to know, *1 made, whal was 1o me,
an astonishing discovery: The adults in our neighborbood didni
know anything at all. They wene pitifully uneducaied—drven by
instint, other-dinected.”

‘Knowledge Is Everything’

Fortunately, his mother, Gladys “Honey™ Mightingale, loved
books, and dhe sctively encouraged the came trait in her tons
Whien she wasnt working ina sewing faciory or boeoking after them,
she read. She 1old her sons, “Knowledge is everything: everything

E.u! Nightingale's 17-year quest for the secret ol success

you wint 1o knoew has been
writien down by someone.”
Encouraged. Nightingale
went to the public library to
find the book he was sure
would explain the secret
of mucoeds. Aflver being tald
there was no single book
that contained the informa-
tion he wanted, Nightingale
began to read, certain i had
1o be writien somewhere

Through reading books
on religion, philosophy.
history and psychology. he
Jearned about *the importance of honesty, personal integrity and
courage, and of bebieving in what is right and being willing to figh
fiar i1." Bt he il didn’t have the answer to his seemingly simple
question: What i5 the secret of sucoess?

He spem 17 long years seeking the answer. Duning that time,
he poined the Marines, was posted 10 Hawaii aboard the U.S.S
Arizong, and was one of the fow hundred men who survived the
battleship's bombing in Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, Nightingale
described the chaos and tragedy of the aitack: scrambling to bastle
stations as bombs crippled the ship, socing friends killed amid
shrapnel and flames, getting blown into the waser by the concus-
sion of 2 blast and finally making it safely 1o shore with help from
a Marine ofbcer

Great Expectations
His experience keft him with a conviction that he was spared
for a reason, says his widow, Dixna Nightingake. “He was a great
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believer in paying the price lor what you wanted—whether that was
personal freedom or the freedom of your country,” she says. "He
came home from the war with great expectations and went about the
bisiness of like

He was a man who really did live bn the peesent. He lelt the pass
sepved a5 an education and we should ke what was valuable from
ir. He said the future wasn't promised o amyone and that you should
tive each day fully and 1o the best of your ability.”

Toward the end of the war, Mightingale was posted back o the
United Sates, working as an instructor at Camp Lejeune, NG While
traveling near the base, he notced a radio station wnder constructbon
and volunieered o work weekends and evenings as an announcer,
thinking it would be a useful <kill to learn

| took to broadcasting like nothang belore in my lile,
fe said. After the war, he moved 1o higger radio suations
in Phoenix and then Chicago where he worked er CBS,
becoming the vodce of the popular eadio hero, Sky King
Around the same time, he made rwo decisions that were
Ihie first was to discover the
eeeret af success, The second was w0 become a writer

o guicle the rese of his life

[ lowed books and wamed w write them myself”

In 1930, ;1 the age of 29, he found the secret of
success in Mapoleon Hill's book Think and Grow Rich
We become what we think about.”

“While reading, it suddenly dawned upon me tha
I had been reading the same truth over and over again
for many vears. And all of a sudden, there they were,
the wards, in the proper order that | had been looking
for 17 years: the astonishing truth thar we become whal
we thistk by, Those six simple words, in that order,
revolutionized my life

Memories of a Brilliant Communicator

Earl N.!'_;h'.i:'ugrjl{- W% an
|r'|1_-:.|:_r_1|:1|:“|':‘: & porl -.'.|.= ':.'i.‘.ll.lng
Vie Conant's lite, The
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pariner Lioyd Conond,

Yic grew up listening fo
the Owr Changing World
radio shows. “Each
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play them constanthy. They
hod o huge impoct on

my life,” says Vic Conan,

now Mightingole-Conant
chairman of the board.
“Earl was one of the most
brilliont guys | have ever
met. His genius was thal
ha could read a book and
condense the essence of it
and share that in a five-
minule rodic program. He
hod an ability o synthesiza
the information down to
the assence and be able o
impear If na way it Qi
af us cauld understand and
Use in our lves

The Power of Personal Accountability

Earl Nighﬁngn!e balieved
strangly that we should
all take individual
responsibility for our lives,
says his widow, Diana
"Ear was a great believer
in finding the truth within
yourself. People used to
come up and say, '‘Oh, |
heard you speck and you
changed my life,” and he
weould say, Mo, | didn't.
All | did was share the

information and it rang
true with you and it was
you who did the work.
You put it into operation
in your life.' He never lock
the cradit far changing
anyone's life, and he
didn’t think we should lock
up to other pecple as if
they were superheroes,
because it diminishes our
own power and belief

in ourselves.”

‘The Strangest Secret’

:-'~|_-'.:|r|.='|_ new oppertunities
Nightingale bought a small Franklin
Life Insurance agency and gave pep
talks to his salesmen every week
The talks proved so popular that his
manager asked him to record some-
thing to be played while Mightingale
was away lor two weeks

In the spring of 1958, | was asked 10
put the essence of what [ had learned
during those many years of assidusus
reading and retearch inte a rather
short EE5LY Becouse my \\ulr'kll'q,‘_ CATCET
involved both writing and broadcasting,
I was 1o then record the essay tor the
!-m:.:-lhh: benedin of others

| thought about it, turning the ideas
over and over in my mind, Finally, | asked myself What woald Wi

Corartwry ol Mighingaie Cofand

tell your children if you found you had only a short time 1o Toae?
Wit advice could you pass on 1o them thar woukd assist them in
living highly productive, very successful lives? | awakened ar 4 the
NExl THACNATKE W ith the answer 1o that question '-'|'-'.II|-} in mind.” He
gt up and wrote down his ideas, and by noon the following day, had
recarded the essay. =] called what 1 had written and recorded Thy
Srrangest Secret” He chose the name becaise 1 seemed strange to him
tha such a simple truth could be secret 1o 50 many

Word spread from insurance agents to their relatives and fricnds
and demand grew. “The Serangest Secred was the child tha grew into
the sudio recording industey. With no effort on my part whatso
ever, with no advertising of any kind, The Strengest Secred became
a national best-seller. 1 was ill-prepared to handle 1the avalanche
al orders for that recording. My good [rlend Llovd Conamni, then
He was
happy and abundantly prepared to handle the business end of my

owner of Specialty Mail Services, stepped o the bres

sudden pood fortune. The orders continued o pour in from every
section of the country. [ was astonishing how the word about that
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Nightingale-Conant Corporation.

I'he recarding sold mere than
I million copics, eventuaily becoming the lirst spoken-

word recording to reach Gold
I Fecord status
Mastermind Alliance

Im 1994 ?ﬁ:_.;h:u:l.!;:lh' hegan
a radio program called Our
Changing Warld, The show a
five-minute uplifting message,
became the largest syndicated
radio show of its kind anywhere
and was distributed 1w a world-
wide auclience via MNigheingale-
Conant. At its peak, about 1,000
radio stations carried che show

The Mightingile-Conant part-
nership was dubbed a “master
mind alliance” by W Clemem
Stone because the skills of both men were so complemenary.

Between therm, they built Nightingale-Conont into the premier

audio sell-improvement company in the country

In 1960, Nightingale recorded Lead the Field, 12 records
focused on an enduring success principle. It has been updated
over the years and has sold more than | million copies. "1 canlt
el you how many people have told me thot listening to Lead
the Field was the trigger that chonged their lives” says Vic
Conant, chalrman of the board for Nightingale-Conant. “IU's
one of the classics of the personal-development industry like
Mapoleon Hill's Think and Grow Rich.”

Although Mightingale died 20 vears
ago in March 1989, his books and audio
programs continue to inspire people
arcund the world. Best-selling asthor and
muativational speaker Zig Zighar says, “Earl
Mightingale has inspired more people
toward success and fortune than
ny other motivational speaker on
the planet.”

Mightingales widow, Diana
attributes his enduring appeal
to the fact that his work, based
on universal laws, i 95 relevant
todany as it was when he wrote it
“¥ou become what you think about, you will reap what you
sor sl you minst provide service (o others”™ 5



